
 
 

You are invited to a special 
 

TASK Workshop 
Introduction 

for Teachers 
 
with 

Oliver Herring 

 

March 4th, 7pm 
(Center City location to TBD) 
 
 
What is TASK? 
The TASK concept, developed by New York based artist Oliver Herring, is an 
inviting and interactive experience.  It is an improvisational event with a 
simple structure and very few rules. TASK can be a planned, more formal 
set-up with an application process and a pre-determined number of selected 
participants (called Task Events). It has also taken a more open structure 
without any limitations of size or divisions between viewers and participants 
(called TASK Parties).  It can also be tailored towards the classroom (TASK 
Workshops). Philadelphia has hosted two TASK parties since 2007, with 
another scheduled for Fall, 2009. 
 
All TASK structures rely on the same basic set-up: a staging area, a variety 
of props and materials (for example cardboard, plastic bags, pencils, tables 
cling wrap, tape, markers, ladders…) and the participation of people who 
agree to follow two simple, procedural rules: to write down a task on a piece 
of paper and add it to a designated "task pool", and secondly, to pull a task 
from that pool and interpret it any which way he or she wants, using the 
materials on hand to complete the task. When finished, the participant 
writes a new task, pulls a new task, and so on. 
 
Task's open-ended, participatory structure creates almost unlimited 



opportunities for a group of people to interact with one another and their 
environment. TASKs' flow and momentum depend on the tasks written and 
interpreted by it's participants. In theory anything becomes possible. The 
continuous conception and interpretation of tasks is both chaotic and 
purpose driven. It is a complex, ever shifting environment of people who 
connect with one another through what is around them. It is also a platform 
for people to express and test their own ideas in an environment without 
failure and success (TASK always is what it is) or any other preconceptions 
of what can or should be done with an idea or a material. People's tasks 
become absorbed into other people's tasks, objects generated from one task 
are recycled into someone else's task without issues of ownership or 
permanence. Playing TASK can be a very liberating experience.   
 
TASK has taken place in a range of venues, from the Hirshhorn Museum and 
Sculpture Garden to the University of Maryland, The Seattle Public Library, 
the Tang Teaching Museum and Art Gallery at Skidmore, and spaces in San 
Francisco, Toronto,  and of course, North Philadelphia. 
 
 

Oliver Herring will be in Philadelphia on March 4th 
to talk to a select group of teachers about TASK 
Workshops and their usefulness as a teaching tool 
in classrooms.  
  
If you are interested in attending, please rsvp (asap!) to 
taskphilly@gmail.com 
 
We will be meeting in Center City and will email those who rsvp when the 
location is confirmed. 
 
More info on TASK and Oliver Herring can be found at: 
 
Oliver's website:  http://oliverherringtask.wordpress.com/ 
 
Art21:   http://www.pbs.org/art21/artists/herring/index.html  
    
FluxTASK: 
http://www.thefluxspace.org/exhibitions/2008/fluxtask2/fluxtask2.html 
 
 
 
 


